IN VINDICATION OF TH 3 
v. Dr. BURCKHARDT's Syſtem” of Diviniry, ö 
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The envious man endeavours to depreciate thoſe who excel him, ; | 4 | A 
and putteth an evil interpretation on all their deins. 
u. heth on the watch, and meditafes miſchief; but the deteft s | | 
tion of man i purſueth him; he i is cruſhed as a ſpider i in his ES IO 5 
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HE Author « of this pamphlet felt t is 5 
duty, in repelling the unjuſt attack 
upon a c character of eſtabliſhed reputation, 


to lay before the public his own prix * 5 > 
| | OE, . 8 a +466 „ 


thoughts on the great : and i important doctrine "i | 


of a Trinity in God, as manifeſted i in the 
works. of the creation, and in WY "A 
writings. He has endeavoured to trace the : 15 1 
| prevailing errors to their firft ſource ; and 


will think himſelf bappy. if his attempt to 5 vi 
lifpel the clouds 'of miſunderſtanding and = 


rejudice | invites the further 1 inquiry of the. 8 2 =: 
. 5 A 4 13 f | - | learned, 
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learned, in-what manner this grand pillar of 
N truth is to be fixed upon the ſureſt 
w which, when cleared from the additions 
of men, "ani propoſed d in the fimplicity of 
the firſt ages, he doubts not, will 


"Its ſublime and heavenly luſtre, 
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Hege ro Kay your Ter to 5 0 7 
3 Rey. Dr. Burckhardt, in anſwer to his 
Syſtern of Divinity for the Uſe of Schools; 5 
was ſtruck with the 1 impropriety of your N 
provoked, frivolous and vexatious agoreſ= BK 
fon, I ſhould not preſume to take up my .* W 
pen in replying to your ſtrange opinions, WM! 
did I not feel that the ſuperior talents of tlie Wl 
Doctor would be unneceflary to refute, what i 
you have advanced againſt his uſeful publi- —_— 
| cation. For it is not generous to glory in 4 
the victory over a weak antagoniſt. It may _ F'Þ 
be however uſeful to you and to others todo WM 
enquire more minutely into the truth and de- 
"gn of 925 N But if want 1 5 » Wi 


. 


** 
4 

3 

WW + * 
* © ap 
1 


K 2 1 
8 want of a Bünden be of 
MKecred literature, want of chriſtian and bro- 


5 8 4 therly love ſhould appear al moſt in every 
page of your letter: the reſult of our en- 


Juiry, I fear, will 4⁰ no | credit either to 


7 75 * head or heart. 


But in order to SPY Pit confali ion, 
15 which makes it a difficult taſk to read any 


of your writings: I ſhall ſtate briefly; 5%; 
that you have miſunderſtood and. miſrepre- . 


| ſented Dr. Burckhardt ; 3 ſecondly ; that you 
hold very wrong and erroneous opinions in 
Divinity; and thirdly, that your letter was 


wrote from a bad principle, and with an 


evil deſign. This, I truſt, 1 ſhall be able 

to prove in a moſt fatisfaCtory manner to 
you, and to the reader. | 

Permit me firſt of all to tell you, that you 

| 90 not underſtand the ſpirit and deſign of 


dhe book againſt which you write; and that | 
vou have read the preface not at all, or very 


- haftily. As Dr. Burckhardt writes profeſ- 
ſeadly with a view to leave out ſuch diſputa · 
2 vi ons of eli in which even the 

: moſt 
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molt learned divines have found ited" 9 
bewildered: as he propoſes to reduce =: 
tyſtem- of the Chriſtian Religion to ſome _, 
plain and certain doctrines and precepts, 
founded in ſcripture : is it not ridiculous, - 


that a Zoilus of your ſtamp ſhould come 
forward and blame him for that, which con- 
ſtitutes che merit and wiſdom of his plan? 


If a gentleman builds a houſe in the greek 
taſte, and. another man finds fault with it, 
becauſe: it. has not been erected in the old- 
gothic faſhion, would ſuch a cenſure not be 
left to the contempt: it deferves ?— The 
monthly Reyiewers have pronounced ſuch a 


work to be a deſideratum of ſacred. litera» 


ture, and done Dr. B. the juſtice to ſay, 


that his ſyſtem is diſincumberd-from many 
matters with which former ſyſtems were 
leaded ; the learned and pious. Biſhop: of 
London has done him the honor to call it a 
uſeful publication; the Reviewers of tbe 


| Evangelical Magazine ſpeak of it with con- 


fiderable approbation; it has been intro» 
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weed as a reading book into ſome acade> | ka: 


te). 


7 mes aa hooks 3 and you, Sit, i in bhppor: 
1 tion to ſuch authorities, endeavour to raiſe 


50 Ul outcry againſt ſo neceſſary and uſeful a 
work, the ö of which you 40 not un- 


1 | Uerſtand. 8 

| - © Whoever reads cle title EP your letter 
IT 404 more to read he will hardly have pa- 
tience would almoſt be inclined to think 


{ a 5 "whoſe deſign | it had been to overturn the eſ- 
—_—_ tabliſhed doctrines of the reformation, ard 
to miſrepreſent them as puzzling and un- 


. impartiality to conſult the book, which you 
__ wiſh'to condemn, he will find to his great 
aſtoniſnment quite the reverſe : and tha; 
we Dockor ſpeaks in terms of the higheſt 
admiration and applauſe of the work and 
- the doctrines of the Reformation. But it 
has been always the fate of enlightened and 
good men, to be cenſured for their endea · 
vours to eftabliſh truth upon the ſureſt 


N 
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the Rev. Dr. B. to be an arch heretick, 


Charitable. But, if he has but the common 


1 foundation, and zealous bigots never have 
3 OE to ' raiſe the Os of heterodoxy 
= a nf 


= L 


oo 


1 1 


* i thee, 1 to ſound we hs; wo 


vers... 


immutable and eternal Truth, while he is 


Heterodox, for having omitted ſome intricate 


controverſial points of Religion, appears to 
others {till to be too orthodox, for having 
| treated of ſome eſſential doctrines of Chriſt- 
| Janity. Does he deny Trinity, becauſe he 
believes Elohim and Jehovah to be the 
names of the ſame God? Or does he deny 
| the work of redemption, becauſe he believes 
that the bloody ſacrifices of the Jewiſh and 
| Heatheniſh world could not appeaſe an of- 
| fended Deity ? You have conjured up every 
thing, which you could ranſack from your | 
Imagination, without adverting to what is N 
contained in the book of the Doctor. But, 5 
Sir, if ſound reaſon is oppoſed by fanaticiſm _ 
and illuſion, it is eaſily to predict what part ” 
| the rational and een Faun will take. 
Wik 


there was not the leaft boner of dan- 1 160 


Thus, Dr. B. being en of Ae e — 
al parties under the banner and ſtandard of . 


painted by you with the odious colours of an 
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nz windings, with all your- inſidious 


_ tuſpicions you will not bring 1 into diſcredit, 
u Work, the defign and contents of which 


2 miſconceive and dehberately miſrepre- Ml / 
est. Here and there you have ſpoken very 
low and abuſive language, Which I ſhall not WM * 
dee my paper with repeating or refuting, Ml © 
is impoſſible, that the private animoſity 1 
2 a ciſappoĩnted man can go further; you 8 
Aid net conſider, that ſuch à paroxyſm of Ml © 
bor iaſelble temper and ſuch af abemina - 
bie ſpirit of * would Ueſtac t their = 
own ends. 1 a. 
I wil bring now Fours own opinions, con- 
Seming the Trinity of God, to the teſt, and by 
. Tf you are open to 'convidtion; if your too « 
great fondneſs of yourſelf does not preclude A 


che entrance of truth into your mind, it will 
appear beyond a doubt, that you are ſtill in * 
great ignorance and darkness, that you hold $) 


they 
ſtrange, whimfical and ertoneous Opinions the) 
kuTg 
and chat you took upon you to object in MW; - 


others to errors, of which you are guilty ay 


ll. Yourſelf, It is greatly to be lamented, that 


in 


45 7 


| in Kind overy branch 1 aer many mib l 


conceptions and errors about God and the; 


created. world prevail, which originated in 
the hidden and figurative ſtile of the oldeſt _ 
Philoſophers, and which were handed down, 
to poſterity thio' ſucceeding . ages. Thee. 
| ancient Chaldees and Egyptians uſed to 
| envelope the ſcience of truth in myſterious; | 
hicrogliphicks, the true. ſenſe and meaning 
of which was loſt in dark and barbarous- 
| times, Innumerable errors and prejudices 
| aroſe which were ſtudiouſly propagated i. 
all the different ſyſtems of Philoſophy, ang 
| altho” the preſent age has made many diſ- 


coveries-in the wide field of inyeſtigation, I. 


| by no., means can call it an enlightened age; 
| of reaſon, ſince, to uſe the expreſſion of: . 


Kant, our modern Philoſophers and Divines 


judge the groundleſs aſſertions of others by 5 0 | 


as groundleſs aſſertions of their own, which 
they wiſh to lay down, as general laws, that 


they may be honoured wich the Pyihagoren 


evrog ES O. 


And if they cannot pretend to 
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HE WE othigped like Adels in the © mes bed. 
5 they blindly follow others, and like {chool- 
boys repeat, What their infallible maſter has 
taught them. If I am not miſtaken, Sir, 
” you mult. be ranked in the latter claſs : for 
pour letter, concerning the theological part, 
8 not much more than a tranſcript of ſome 
= college lectures, which you made probably 
1 forty or fifty 1 88 269. in the School or at 
i the Univerſity. 


What a pity it is, that the RN of ruth 
Wer git 40 Religion ſhould have ſuffered ſo much 
buy the miſconceptions and prejudices of the 
learned, which inſtead of clearing up that 
moſt excellent ſcience, have darkened it, and 
inſteadd of defending, have expoſed it to the 
-.. ridicule of infidels. This is the caſe with the 
word Perſon introduced into former ſyſtems 
o Divinity, to explain the doctrine of 
oo.” Trinity ; ; what diſputes; controverſies and 
contentions has this word excited, which will 
continue, fo long as by Perſon is ed 
a ſelf ſubſiſting rational ſubſtance, having 


his eben ene and e enden of an 
7 | 6 other. 
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| falling into the error of Tritheiſm of that 
chere are /bree Gods, if he is to bei 


| one. {> 


not the Father, but the Godhead manifeſted 


clearer light on this paragraph. 5 


that | 4 
three Perſons, according to your ſignification: 
are in the ee ANG that a are Hud. 1 


Could I N you, to lin e poſſeſſed of» a 4 . 
ſafficient knowledge of eaſtern language ES 
literature, I would eaſily prove to you, that 
Elobim does not ſignify the Son of God, but 
the only one true and living: God: Jehovah ß 


in human nature, and the Spirit of God, 
| moving upon the face of the waters, not the 
Holy Ghoſt, but the power, emanated from 
God, from which the whole creation has 
been formed, I will endeavour t to throw Ss. 


| If we wiſh to explain the 0 and ex- 9175 
 preffions' of the ancients (and the Bible con- 
tains many fuch expreſſions) we ſhould firſt 
of all enquire into the ſenſe, which the; 
connected with them. With regard to the 
vord e the Chaldeans underſtood * RB 
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\'n « diſtinction or ee; che Wo 
an attribute or quality, by which one thing 
is diſtinguiſhed from another; the Latins 
th the larva or maſk, under which an actor 
5 played his part upon the ſtage. In the ſixth 
_ century after Chriſt, the Romans, for in- 
| ſtance Ttibonianus in Corpore Juris Romani, 

called fill a perſon ſuch a man, wha united, 
LEED in his individual capacity, the character of 
4 father or a ſon of a family, of a citizen and 
„ freeman, jointly or ſeparately. For ſlaves 
vere men, but not perſons. The word perſon | 
-, -. therefore means a certain character, under 
which a man outwardly appears to the eyes of 
' others: for which reaſon the Greeks hate 
tranſlated the word Proſopon, the manner in 
which any thing ſtrikes the eye. In the Bible 
the word is not found applied to the Deny, 
„ dens” introduced much later than in the 
_ - apoſtolic age on account of ſome con- 
_ .troverſies, and probably with a deſign to 
make the doctrine of a Trinity in the chriſt- 
ian Religion more palatable to the Romans. 
If we take. it for granted, that perſon 
= = in the a ancient as well as modern = 
| F chie y 
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b wt *- 
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. means a ; oi] or quality or ats a 
tribute, under which a certain agent appears WY 
in his operations: we may ſafely apply it to KÞ 
God, and explain it in a rational manner of 
the leading operations of divine grace, which 
tho proceeding from, and uniting in the _ 
lame great firſt cauſe, can be ee con- 1 
ceived by the human mind. on 
In every intelligent being and bis TEM . 
there is to be conſidered, firſt rhe will, that. ”::.;- 
ſomerbing f is to be done, ſecondly, a begin» 


a” ung, or a ſetting about it, and thirdly, the 1 
7 execution or finiſhing of it. The Bible per- 
f 


fectly agrees with this explanation, where 1 
God 18 repreſented as the Father, who will 
as Son, Who takes upon himſelf; and as the 


le Holy Spirit, who finiſnes and applies the 
yy work of redemption. Plato already aſſigned. 


6 % 


| with the old Egyptians to the Deity three 
grand attributes, Goodneſs, Vi iſdom,- "Power, © 

-without making three ſeperate and indepen- 
dent ſubſtances. The doctrine of a Trinity | 

in God and in the apparent works of Crea- 5 

| don is ode as old as the world. In omni 

5 3 „ w 


1 a rr, 


8 {mad fulget trias, in i the ale worlds 
"Pinky is viſible, was a general and common 
aa But then the ancients had notion: « 
it quite different from ours. The Egyptians 
e the Trinity in their hierogh. 
: FEE language under the figure of a Glue, 

_ a. Serpent, and Wings; the firſt meant the 
_ fubſtance and being of the Deity ; the ſecond 
the mind or artiſt, and the third the ſpirit 
5 997 5 of the world, diffuſed through the univerſe. 
See Kircher Obeliſc. Pamphil. page 402. 
The Grecian philoſophers ſtudied this ſyſ. 
tem of Chaldean and Egyptian wiſdom; but 
-_ their followers miſunderſtood it, and pro- 
poagated a falſe and erroneous ſyſtem ; many | 
daoctriges of which afterwards were mixed 
wink religion. Thus aroſe a falſe phi- 
5 loſophy, againſt which St. Paul warns, and 
5 Tertullian calls thoſe Philoſophers of. his 
1 5 time the Patriarchs of Hereſy. 1 I 
It is a moſt material point in the diſcul- 
DER: Y fon of the ſubject before us, to know what, 
Oh T 7 the wiſeſt men in the moſt ancient times 


e of a AIR, ; what words e uſed 


g * | 


* 


to teach i it; ; what base o was e thoſe " 
| words, and in what manner thoſe, words | 
| were introduced-and underſtood i in e 5 
and in the ſcience of religion. 
The old philoſophers as well as the Ge 1 
writers have ſome expreſſions, when ſpeak= 
ing of God, which it would be worth while 
to trace to- their firſt origin and true mean 
ing, as: Father, Wiſdom or r Word, Logos, Ef 
Spirit, Holy Spirit, „ EEE 
But according to my Met FN deriving 
and explaining Greek words from the Chaldee 
or Hebrew, Logos (John i. 1.) the word comes 
from bÞ, Segol, if read in a controverted order | 
and Jewiſh pronunciation, which ſignifies : it „ 
is glorious, it is excellent; juſt in the fame - WM 
manner as Chaos, if read from the left tothe MK 


| right, comes from mw, Suach, which ſigni⸗- 15 1 ö 
bes, he has ſpoken. Both theſe names ſignify SH WW | 
we power, emanated from God, by which | | | 
. the whole creation ſubſiſts, or the matter, | | 
. from which God created every thing. Plato „ # | 
Wh called it the Father of the Univerſe, with. mn 
4 Fereting u Wie e 11 9 Ploti- . 
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. b called ! it the Father of the « Gods, "p it, 
== of the elements, Ke : for which reaſon-Mr, 
Es 9 5 Wieland was pleaſed vittily but not wiſely 
do beſtow upon him the name of a phi- | 
5 Joophical fool. The Heathens called it Ju- 
1 5 Paret laying, every thing we ſee is Jupiter. 


in my opinion, the fathers of the church 


HEY afterwards took oecaſion to apply it to Chriſt, 
. This logos and Solomon's wiſdom, Prov. viii. 
Are ſynonimies and expreſſive of the univer- 
—— fal and incorryptable ſpirit, which i is in every 
ching, Wiſdom. xit. 1. It is a ſubſtance 
1 emangted from God, acting inthe material 
World according to the laws of deſtination 

| 6 preſcribed and fixed by the will of God. 


The. firſt conception of a Trinity in the 


Wet: human mind can be formed from the three 
1 principles of pure reaſon ; Exiftence, Time 
6 - © hd Space, which ſupply us with the notion, 
* Re firſt. of a being, exiſting from and to all 
Eternity; ſecondly of a ſubſtance emanated 
| from, and continuing for ever with him; 
I thirdly of created viſible beings, occupying 

3 8 _ ng hg & ad or vacuum. | 
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continuation, by Space, the vaſt and im- 


menſe emptineſs, which, when wholly or 7 55 
partially filled with creatures, affords the 
| idea of place or places, in which the far 
expanded ſky is included. Let us apply 
theſe metaphyſical notions. There is an 
exiſtence, a God, the firſt cauſe of tiene 
and ſpace; by his will he had a power DN 
emanated from him, as a ſubſtance from 
which he would create the world, and after 
this emanation time began; but when the 


world and creatures exiſted they filled the 


neceflary ſpace 1 in that emptineſs, If there A i 

did not exiſt any forms and outward appear- 
ances of individual things, there would be 
no ſpace or place, but only time and exift= 
ence; if therehad not been time, only wo 
exiſtence or God would have come into con- 
ſideration; but if exiſtence could not be, the 


notion of God and of an infinite expanſion 


would fall tothe ground. From the exiſtence-* 1 


By tende, 5 the real entry \.. Mi 
of a being; by Time, a beginning and its | 


of a form, follows the notion of its firſt origin 
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. or beginning ; J 805905 its ſi we ts the 
notion of a cauſe, and thus we riſe from the 
DT contemplation of viſible things to' the firſt 
great inviſible cauſe of the univerſe. We 


could call this a metaphyſical Trinity, ==» 
But there is allo a natural or phyſical Trinity, 


[> viſible in every creature. According to the 
. ſyſtem of the ancients, fre, air and toater, 
Aealth is no element; for as the created 
Woyrld is the effect of will, of ſuſception and exe- 
yn, cution, ſo the earth is the effe&t of fire, air and 
5 water,) are the three eſſential and conſtituent 
parts of every thing, which in the power e- 
manated from God, forming one only ſub- 
RS ſtance, repreſent- an unity in the created 
| world. I prove this from the inſcription of 
6 - the Smaragd Table, amonument of the higheſt 
| - antiquity, which is this: mm nn =, 
| Chiramtela! mechaſoth. The Grecians not un. 
OW derſtanding it, tranſlated, Hermes tris megiſtos, 
| from which the expreſſion, Ter maximus, has 
| drawn its origin. And thus a perſon, or man, 
| Hermes tris megiſtus, was made out of words 
5 Which a Sify a an J three 1 in e 


My 8 18 this; The three ider, „ 
n Ch. R. M. ſtand for the effential parts f 


| all things, namely Ch, or Chamma, for fire, 


fun ; M. or Majim, for water, R, or Ruach, 
for air. Conſequently the above inſcriptioen 
means nothing more than this; the creating 
univerſal Spirit pervades the whole in a three- 
fold appearance. It would be worth while to 
enquire, if Chiram, who afliſted Solomon wih 
gold, filver, &e. in building the temple of 
Jeruſalem, has not a figurative reference to it. N 
The Talmud of the Jews makes of this Chi :?: 
ram a worm ww, Schamir, the firſt letter 8c, 
meaning Schemeſh, the ſun, is a lynonymy 
with Chamma, or the eſſential and compon- - 
ing part of fire, and the other two letters M eps 
and R are common to both words. I could Fi 
not help throwing out this hint, in order to 
come to a clearer underſtanding in the in- 
veſtigation of hidden things,” which have +> 
been enveloped 1 in | the . of figurative 


language. 


The biblical Trinity o of | the Godhead FA oj 1 


mits of the” ny. rigs as chat 4 


3 . < 


TW 145 16 I. 
ns nature. It is probable that the . from the 
oldeſt time have had an intimation of ſuch a 


ng Trinity, which I am inclined to infer from 


their famous expreſſion: NNTINR,  Abraca- 
dabrab. For this means: Aor Abb, Father; 
B. Ben, Son, and R. Ruach, Spirit, are like 


- : to dabrah, the thing; the ſubſtance or univer- 
1 ſal ſpirit, emanated from God, and which 


gives exiſtence to all inanimate. and living 


d0dreatures according to the las of their 


deſtination. This 1 is however merely a con- 


jecture. Let us come to the idea of a 
revealed and divine Trinity in the ſacred 


writings of the Jews before Chriſt, There 
is a remarkable inſtance. of a difference and 
PlwKhͤrality of operations of God for religious 
pPurpoſes in the hiſtory of Abraham. T he 
. name Adonai, expreſſive only of God, is given 
by Abraham to the three men, together 
8 (with 4 Kametz) who. appeared to him, 
Gon. xviii. . The two men appearing to 


Lot, Gen. xix. were alſo called Adonai, but 


1 1 8 oo a Patach, | Sniffing! a 7 5 


with this difference, that the name 1s dif- 


. 3 1 
| al; diſtingui ſhing them as their com- 


panion left behind, but they are called again 
in the 18th verſe, Adonai, with a Kametz. * 


bor my part firmly believe, that God would 
nature ſhould appear at a certain time in 


nature, to be the Saviour as well as the 
judge of mankind; that Sodom and 


and his be were to be e of thoſe 
that are ſaved. 


Probably the Mts alſo MON rt 
this my ſtery or hidden providence to the pro- , 


27. and Chap. viii. 2. the word, DW] “ , 
Hachaſchmal, the light in the light, whi ch : 
ſome have tranſlated Amber. But if we 


Le meſebiach, and if L. is taken for that, 
which is proper and peculiar to ſome body, 


inherent to the 5 MW or r Saviour, and a 
185 . 1 


manifeſt to Abraham, that his inviſible KY 


one of his poſtericy in the form of human 


Gomorrha were to be a picture of the tran- - WM 
a&ions of the laſt judgment, and that Loot 


phet Ezekiel in a viſion. He uſes Chap. i. 4; . 


read from the right to the left, we have . 


we have an intimation of the light, peculiarly 55 
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PT + 20. 15 
7 W ia to him by: the Brongelit, Mather 
. * ix.” 3. e ix. 80 0 and 
. 5 | Dan. 18. i . 
4 3 8 'You Sir, ny in wks on as WiSeren: 
Wy. e of the names Ehbim and 
Jiebovab; but give me leave to obſerve that, 
you have improved very lierle by the progreſs 
Which religious knowledge bas made during 
me laſt fifty years, as you do not know, that 
\.__ Moſes took his accounts from different hiſ- 
Torical documents, which he found, and 
: 7 from which he compiled his biftory. An 
- + Inſtance of this is, that the name E/obin 
85 occur in the Chapters Gen. i. ix. xiv. xvi. 
and xvii. but the name Jehovah is found in 
Ef (ab: x. XN XV. XVill, and xix. This is a 
|. proof, that Moſes found at leaſt two different 
manuſcripts or documents, one of which 
had the name of Elohim, the other of 
. Jchovah. See alſo: Eichborn s Introduction 
into the Books of the Old T eftament vol. 11. 
I any doctrinal concluſion could be drawn 
| from this difference, it would be quite the 
| reveſe n what den advance. Elohi 
. 5 Re, > is NE EE, , wich 
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| wich you, 1667964 che Son of God, by wich 5 
Moſes, the Supreme Being, who by his We 
| will decreed, by his wiſdom undertook, . 


viding, the one and individhle God into 


Spirit of God, moving upon the face of the 3 


power emanated from God, which brings 9 75 2 
Holy Ghoſt, which only in the New Teſta» - 
Spirit, and for its ſanctifying tendency, is 


called the Holy Spirit. Jehovah, wah vou, 3 — 
15 the Father; ; bur it is a thouſand times 54S 


X 4 21 U 


and by his power performed the creation of 8 
the World. But your ſtrange mode of di- 


three diſtinct and ſeparate perſons, the Fa- 5 
ther as well as the Holy Ghoſt are excluded 9 


from the work of creation, ſince you only _ $ {1 
aſcribe it to what you call the Son of Gd. 'Y 
| or the ſecond Perſon in the Deity. By he IF! 


waters, Moſes underſtands the great active : 


every thing into exiſtence; but you will If 
have it to be a third ſeparate perſon or the „ 


ment is ſpoken of as a gift and emanation 
and power from Chriſt's heavenly and en- 
livening doctrine, and which in diſtinction, 
tom the mere natural operations Of the 


„ more Yi 


theory on this ſubject, which I ſhall lay be- a 
fore the public in a larger work 1 in Latin, or { 

Uke this pamphlet, tranſlated into the Eng- 
8 liſh language, let it ſuffice to ſay, that the 

Aaifferent attributes, characters and opera- 
bons of the Deity have been perſonißed; and 
, thatthis perſonification has done infinite miſ- 

chief, and given riſe to endleſs difficultics 
in the chriſtian ſyſtem, by miſunderſtand- 
. Ds the word perſon in a literal ſenſe. 


en,” Loving, but your mind is equally bewildered 


. 

5 more probable, as it occurs in \the hiſtory of 

Abraham, that this name has its relation to 
the Meſſiah; for which reaſon I believe the 


' _ Jews, who do not acknowledge Jeſus, are | 
not permitted to pronounce the name 
1055 Ibo. but only Elohim and Adonai. 
But as it would be too long and tedious 
in this letter, to propoſe and to prove my 


Lou purſue the ſame falſe method of rea- 


in this labyrinth of previleged error, altho the 1 
© elements of hereſy are at work in your very br 
orthodox compoſition. By the few obſerva- 0 
tions which I have made, you will perceive! 2 


r C m Nannen r 


3 23 * | 
how little you are qualified to bw light : 
on learned ſubjects, or to be a teacher of 


religion. You miſlead your hearers into 
errors and perplexities. . 1 


* 


For Iwill take upon me to prove, from your + . 

own principles, that you are either a Sociniari, | 5 
(a name which you delight to beſtow upon Ba 1 
others,) or that you believe four Gods inſtead „ 
' of three, If you make the three perſons fub- 
r ſtances, or ſubſiſtences, Jeſus and the Holy WM 
- Wh Ghoſt are not God. For, according to yu. 
c Wh item, they are excluded from the name  Ff 
. Father. As Jeſus teaches his apoſtles to ad. 
1d dreſs God in prayer as our Father, you de- EN 3 
-die Jeſus and the ſacred Spirit of God of _ 4 
ies WF divine adoration by your contradictory afſer= ' . i 
d- tions. You ſeem to be perfectly ignorant 

of che diſtinction between the father of all 
ea. mankind, as given to God in the Old T eſta- 
8 ment; and the father of the Meſſiah, or 2 
"the 


| of his Son Jeſus, in the New T eſtament; 
for in Luke i. 35, it is afſerted in expreſs 115 
11%” Wi vords : that Jeſus ſhould be called the Son of 
Grd, on account of the overſhadowing of the — | 
W333 


155 7 . 7 bf 
- Holy Ghoſt, or of the power of bs Higheſt. 
Well might then Tertullian ſay, that chere 
had been a time when neither the Father as 
father, nor the Son as ſon had exiſted. | 
15 | know very well that ſome divines endeavour 
to prove the eternal Sonſhip of Jeſus, from 
_ Pfalm li. 7. Thou art my Son, this day have 
I begotten thee.” But this day, never means 
mw eternity, but a certain fixed day in which 
ſomething takes place : : and a generation 
tom eternity contains a contradiction to a 
 _ philoſophical mind. The fame holds good 
with regard to the divinity of the Holy 
| Ghoſt; for we read, John vii. 39. *The 
Hay Ghoſt was not yet, bara that Jeſus was 
| ut et glorified.” 3 
IT. uus you may ſee W that the names 
„ Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt are uſed in the 
New Teſtament as fignifying the ſame God, 
not as he is in himſelf, but as he acts under 
different characters with regard to men in 
I the work of redemption, and if you think 
| | under cheſe names diſtinct and ſeperate per- 


. lors, you wralre yourſelf i in contradiction 
and 
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and perplexities, and : become eicher an 3 
Atheiſt or an Idolater.  * NL 
In Zachariah xiv. , we read theſe wotds1 1 
«The Lord ſhall be king over all the earth; in 
2 day ſhall there be one Lord, and his name © 
me.” When the Lord ſays to the Mefhah, 
Palm cx. 1. Sit thou at my right band, until 
I make thine enemies thy foot flool,” it ſeems to 
intimate, that this office of the Meſſiah, or of ß {ll 
| his ſon Jeſus, to be the inſtrument of fulfil- 
| ling the will of the Father, ſhall ceaſe after I 
all his enemies are ſubdued, ſo that then 
Jeſus, in whom the fulneſs of the Godhead 
dwells, and in whoſe human nature God 
was manifeſted, will be the fame with the 
only one true God and governor of the un: 
| verſe, the Lord of heaven and earth. St. Paul FI 
perfectly correſponds with this, when he ſays, {Þ 
1 Cor. xv. 28. © When all things ſhall be fub-. I 
dued unto him, then ſhall the Son alſo himſelf be 
ſubjeft unto him, that put all things under him, 
that God may be all in all.” If God in the 
laſt times is to be adored under one name, 
where do the her two ſubſiſtences or ſub : 94 a 
0 3 5 ſtances 1 
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. 5 t 26 3 5 
— remain“. If there was no > Son of God 
e the overſhadowing of Mary by the 
3 . Hoh Spirit, or power of God ; if before the 
i, effuſion of divine gifts upon the Apoſtles, 
the Holy Ghoſt was not yet: where were 
hben before that time ee two ces 
or ſubſtances? IN | 
die you ſee, i in coke! intricacies you im- 
__ plicate yourſelf and others by your erroneous 
I principles; and how little you are qualified 
3 3 explaining the ſcripture. Dr. Burckhardt, 
like other well informed divines of the pre- 
ſent age, acted a wiſe and cautious part, 
wſuen treading upon this tender ground, in 
I omitting ſuch ſubtile points in the religious 
inſtruction of the young mind, and leaving 
WE out the puzzling and unſcriptural words 
Trinity and Perſon, repreſenting at the 
ſiuame time the doctrine itſelf -in the moſt 
national manner, and as it is founded in 
ſcripture, that the only true God in the 
ſalvation of ſinful man, has revealed himſelf 
dlãs a kind and merciful Father, through Jeſus 
his Son, by the operations of the holy and 
8 os of 1 1 77 0 
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| the Trinity, you object to {cripture and to IE 
ſound reaſon. It is only upon this ground, 9 
| this do&rine can be maintained, and it has 


upon the ſureſt foundation, provided the 
unſcriptural words, Trinity and Perſon are 
| intirely left out of the queſtion. We all 
agree in the unity of God, there can not 
be any doubt of that. What can you object 
to it, if a ſound divine comes forward and 
fays : the only one true God has manifeſted 
himſelf to mankind under the name and * 
character of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit? 
If you pray to the Father, or to the Son, or 
to the Holy Ghoſt, you pray to the only one 
true and living God, and we are ſpared the 
trouble of proving the divinity of the Son or 
Spirit ſeparately. Dr. B. ſpeaking of the 


eternal, allknowing, allwiſe, &c. No, ſay 
you, Chriſt is all this. Surely a man, of a 
ſtill weaker underſtanding than you, may _ 
know that, if Chriſt is the only one true 


15 you 10 to this mode of: ape Wo 


the advantage of eſtabliſhing the old ſyſtem _ 4: ; is 


perfeQtions of God, has called him a ſpirit, 
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. | : REED) Onan; cho che Power itſelf is 


| God, all theſe en 198 be ben 
in him. But if you make of Chriſt a ſecond 
perſon, a ſort of ſecond dependent and ſub- 


= -. ordinate God, you deprive. him of his 
| honour and make your own fancy a rule of 


dhe interpretation of ſeripture. Although 
Ve can do very well without the atha- 


8 naſian creed, pronouncing uncbaritable 


condemnations on thoſe who think other- 
5 wiſe, yet its famous expreſſion, «* The Father 
is God, the Son it God, the Holy Ghoſt is God, 
and yet there are not three Gods, but one God,” 


© foes not admit any tolerable: ſenſe but upon 
this explanation, and I defy any divine to 
| produce a paſſage of ſcripture, which could 


not in the moſt rational manner be under- 


oF ſtood by this method. Beſides common 
+ .* alen, into which the hand of the Creator 


has implanted the ſenſe of truth, finds no 


435 more contradiction in ſuch an idea of 


Trinity, chan that the three crowns of Eng- 


land, Scotland and Ireland are united in one 


Sovereign, or that gravity in different bodies 
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always ie 1 God in 3 him; gone” | 
choſe the language of men, and thoſe ſigns, | _- 
by. which we communicate our . to cach _ "MM 

. 0 

Chriſt has un us God Hey the 4 "30 
rater of a father, in order to expreſs bis 
love to his ſon and to us under a figure that 
is known and endearing to us. From al! 
eternity God decreed to make himſelf knn 
to us as a merciful Saviour, by appearing in 
the perfect human nature of Chriſt, and tue 
word beget, conveyed to us the beſt idea f 
this myſterious tranſaction within the Deit y. 


But Were We to apply the name Father and by | 1 
Son to God in a natural and literal ſenſe, we 17 


ſhould be liable to very groſs errors. And |} 
is ĩt not the clear doctrine of ſcripture, that _ 
God is manifeſted in the fleſh, or took upon 
himſelf human nature? 1 Tim. iii. 16. and 
that the man and mediator Jeſus, through 
whom God ſpoke and effected his pur- 

poſe, was called in a moſt eminent ſenſe che 55 
Son . Luke i. ee . 
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Being lately the hiſtory of the conver. 
fon of Count Struenſee, I could not but ad- 
mire the diſcretion of Dr. Munter, in ex- 
plaining to him the doctrine of Trinity. 
Hf God, ſays he, is to reveal unto us myſ⸗ 
. Z a teries unknown to reaſon, and which con- 
8 « cern himſelf and his will, be muſt do this 
/ ſigns which we can underſtand, and 
m theſe muſt be words. But in the language 
= « of men there are no words which can ex- 
« aRtly convey that idea, that God is to com- | 
* municate to us; for we cannot have words 
« in any language to expreſs an idea we 
* know. nothing of; God was therefore to 
make uſe of ſuch words as conveyed that 
"06 idea, which he wanted to reveal unto us, 
4 as nearly as poſſible; but nevertheleſs, 
e theſe words muſt always remain ãmperſect. 
«© God has repreſented to us that relation 
„ which ſubſifts between him and Chriſt un · 
der the image gf a father and a ſon, be 
3 cauſe i in the whole human nature no pic- 
1 e ture is to be found, which expreſſes the 
7M woſt intimate union more exactly and 
5 . 13 more 
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« more 3 thin this.” ö The Count, © 
who from a notorious Deiſt was converted 
to chriſtianity, confeſſed afterwards gtate- 
fully, that this had been the only method 
to convince him, and that rhetorical 1 


and declamations would have had but little 


effect upon him. It is high time, after ſo 


much miſunderſtanding and error, to intro- 


duce this rational explanation univerſally, 


in order to wreſt out of the hands of the 


Infidel and Sceptick the only weapons which 
are left to him to attack the Chriſtan ſyſtem, 
and to reduce che Chriſtian Religion to its 
firſt and apoſtolical ſimplicity. W 
You talk a great deal about the principles 
and doctrines of the Reformation. The 
principles of that great work you ſeem 10 
underſtand very little, and not to act upon at 
all. For what were the principles, upon which 
our forefathers undertook and effected a Re- 
formation in the church? That the word of 


ſource and only teſt of our religious know- 
8575 and e IRON no 1 rant upon 
1 FR: earth * 


God, rightly explained and underſtood, is the ; 5 


2 


* hp | n has a Cake to preſcribe modes of Aal 
or to bind man's conſcience. That every 
man has a right to think for himiſelf, and to 
Worship God in his own manner.— That 
perſecution on account of the difference in 
religious opinions is as inconſiſtent with | 
chriſtian charity, as it is with ſound poli- 
. 1 cy. That no force of arms, but argu- 
ments, muſt be uſed to convince a man of 
his error, and to bring him into the right 
path. — That we ought to agree in love, it 
we cannot agree in principles. —That a 
| Progreſſive improvement in religion is ne- 
. in order to reform errors and abuſes 
of Ignorance and ſuperſtition.In ex- 
amining your character and writings, ac. 
8 to thoſe principles, T ſhould almol! 
be inclined. to think you are, not a Lu- 
theran, but a Papiſt; you would at leaſt 
make an excellent Pope in the lutheran 
- church, by your preſcribing the traditions 
+ of men as infallible truth, and by impoſing 
| 5 upon the world an intolerable yoke, which 
e happily have ſhaken off at the 
4 „„ . 
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13 in the enk century, and 


the conſciences of men. Lb: 
As for the Ras which were laid 4 


conduct in the Augſburg Confeſſion, they - 
were excellent and ſuitable to the litigations 
| and manners of that age ; but they were 
not to be binding upon poſterity further 1 
than they could be proved from ſcripture; 
Indeed thoſe pious Reformers expreſſed; 
| as their decided opinion in the fymbolical 
books, that the word of God alone is the 
proper judge of religious truth, and the 
authors of the Weſtphalian Treaty wiſh, that 
poſterity may be brought to a clearer light, 
[to agree in ſuch points, in which op _ 7 
not come to a ſettled unanimity. N 
They do not loſe their authority, if wiſe 
men in ſucceeding ages come to a better 
ran WWknowledge, and following their example, 
101? throw {till clearer light upon religion, re- 
wag Ry them from the gros errors of 
C their N 
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which you endeavour to force _ we 8 | 


| down at that time, as a rule of faith and 


. "IE = * % 
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RO 15 1 | 
3 ie age. I am a Proteſtant el, and 
far from ſapping the leading pillars and 


= S _ doctrines of my church. But bigotry and 
| infidelity are extremes both equally prejudi- 


_ cial to the cauſe of truth ; and I think it my 


duty, as a chriſtian, and an inveſtigator of 
truth intelligible by reaſon, as well to object 
d8o thoſe, that will impoſe their dreams upon 


us as divine revelations ; as to thoſe daring 
Innovators, that pretend to new lights. 1 
am far from thinking, what 1 advance 


9 = a divine oracle, as you do with your 


. nonſenſe. Having obſerved a parallel be- 


5 tween the ideas of reaſon, and the objects of 


the creation, and that the myſteries of 
religion can be made very eaſy and in- 


telligible by natural explanation: I like to 


follow in this reſpect the way, which the 
oldeſt philoſophers have pointed out, and 
we muſt recur to that method, if in religion, 
morality, philoſophy, and metaphyſicks, 
many errors, which have crept. into the 


ſciiences, are to be done away. For if you 


can 


. 


ein make any Firuch ineligible and certain | 
| ro the human underſtanding, by ſimilar facts 
and images in nature: people then, like the 
| Samaritans, will ſay, according to John iv. 
42. * We do not truſt merely to thy word, we 
| bave feen and experienced ourſelves eval it 10 # Jos 
| and that-it cannot be otherwiſe.” © 
I will not notice your ſtrange Aeon 
| that the French at the preſent revolution 
| haye no other view, than to raiſe the Pope 
to a general dominion, and that they act in 
concert with him; nor your calculation of 
the number 666, taken from the Cabbala, 
and ſuch like dreams. which refute them: 
ſelres by their own folly and nonſenſe. 1} __ 
ſhould not wonder, if it ſhould become 
proverbial, to call any thing ridiculous and” 
nonſenſical in the higheſt 9 0 : * as 55 
manere de Triebner. 5 l 
Nothing remains to me, but the PUREE  o 
pleaſant raſk to evince your letter to be 
witten with an evil deſign and ill-natured 
mention, and to Prove the falſchood of the 
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Snake which ou have leveled eil 
e B. 


1 injuries, of twelve years ſtanding from 


| kim, I have heard of it, and that you wiſhed 
do obtrude yourſelf to his congregation in 
the year 1786, when he was abſent, but he 


v0 ſooner returned, than he. expoſed ſuch 


| pos proceedings in their true light. A great 
| mujer of the congregation reſolved tha 


you ſhould not be an aſſiſtant to their 
- miniſter; and the faction which took your 
part, have long ago repented of their folly 
And blind zeal, with which you inſpired 
$, 15 _ them: Hine illz lachrymæ! This is the 
-_ reaſon of your complaints and of your letter. 


5 f Sir! In the ſame manner you might com- 


plain of the injuries of a twelve months 
_ Randing, if Dr. B. thould bring an action 
- againſt you for a libel, and if a jury ſhould 
' ſentence you to twelve months impriſon- 


ment. He is however well known for 


| 5 7 his love on TRE: 88 1 and 
08 ou 


Tou complain i in x your: tics "1 undes 


1 37 115 N : — 
you rake 1 of ſuch a akne. 0 | 
70 us utmoſt ertert. 
Let me feel your own. pulſe, and. LOWRY | 
your. outcry to the very bottom of your 
| heart. Sir it is unpardonable and ſcanda- 
lous, it 15 the blackeſt malice and calumni- 1 
| ation, that you, as a diſappointed man, from. 
a principle of hatred, envy, and revenge, ac-. 
cuſe an innocent, and harmleſs, nay, an uſe- 
ful book, of grols errors and of a ſuſpicious _ 
tendency. - Lou call Dr. B. a Socinian, 
while he is endeavouring to eſtabliſh . the ” 
divinity of Chriſt upon the ſureſt found- 
ation. You . declaim againſt . him as an 
innovator, and an enemy of the ſymbolical 
books, while he builds truth upon pa 
authority of che word of God. You ,, 
far as to ſay, that the promiſed ſeed. of the = | 
woman puzzles his head as much as that of 
the Devil; while he ſpeaks with the higheſt 
love, admiration and gratitude of Jeſes 20g : 
the work. of redemption. oh *, 
Surely Sir! if Dr. B. had . af 1 
the : dodtrine of the e Devil, ſuch Hine and ; 
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an aiſons would bie e 
him of the exiſtence as well as the oper- 
ations of an evil, crafty, and wicked ſpirit. 


* cious, you contrive to mix politicks and 


- divinity. For you fay, Should it be the 
«* caſe that the French eſtabliſh themſelves in 


cchis country, which, may God avert in his 


D infinite mercy, they may only make uſe of 
your book, &c.“ Is it poſſible that the 
frenzy of a rancorous temper can go farther ? 
| What has Buonaparte and the French revo- 


ho i is an admirer of the Britiſh conſtitution, 
- who enjoys the ſame privileges with you, un- 
"oe the Toleration-Act, in this free and hap- 
Dy country, and who endeavours to be as 
_ uſeful in his circle as he gan? 1 draw the 
| veil over this your far fetched ſubject, leſt 


your malicious defign ſhould be more fully 


"I poſed, Such aſperſions he will treat with 


_ pity and contempt, finee they are a diſgrace 


e HAI HAR We Whos: 
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But what is moſt abominable and mali- 


the French revolution with the ſyſtem of 


lution to do with the Catechiſm of a divine, 


Lo T's 1 
71 | gs: and wiſh that he 1 never ell ho 1 
vp his pen to anſwer you, and that he will 
conſider the ſilence of contempt the beſt 
teturn to the inſolent attack of a ſecret 
contriver of miſchief: and altho' I feel it m 

duty to take up the gauntlet, by you thrown . 
out, yet I affure you, that I never mall 
read or anſwer in future a line of your con- 
fuſed publications, the only uſe of which is 
to light a pipe with them, &c. Kc. 5 
I would adviſe you not to waſte any more 
| of your paper, ink, and time, but to go to 
a ſchool firſt to learn Logick, the rules of —— 
1 compoſition, and common decen ex. | 

"TE. . to me, that you have a ſellin 1 
view, in raiſing the attention of the publick þ 
| 10 your miſerable pamphlets, in order to 

haye work for your preſs, and afterwards.to. N 
| fell your productions, which you compoſed RN 
| and printed, to the greateſt advantage. 1 i 
have been informed that you hawked about 
| even the fingle ſheets of your letter, among 4 
| the members of Dr, B's congregation, in a 
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1 manner, no doubt L's a view to 
alienate from him the affection of his Hearers, 
and to convert your bad goods into money. 
| Be that as it will, I thought myſelf in duty 
bound to oppoſe the infinite miſchief, which 
may be done by ſuch proceedings, and to 
i draw off the maſk of Hypocriſy, under 
which you hide the deformity of your 
paſſions, and the black deſign of your 
turbulent ſpirit. The characters of men are 
not to be triſled with, or aſperſed with im- 
punity. I know, that this my letter cannot 
© altogether be agreeable to you: but be aſ- 
ſured, that I haye not the leaſt perſonal 
animoſity. againſt you, fince I never ſaw or 
beard you. As an honeſt man, I have 
pointed out to the publick, the way to form 
a proper judgment, both of you, and of 
Dr. B. whom you endeavour maliciouſly to 
: bring into diſcredit, but whoſe doctrine and 


conduct do honour. to his profeſſion, and 
are too well known to need an apology 


e lac an ee, My friendly 


- agvice 


+ ar 7” 


advice to you is, 0 fi down quietly, , to 6 . 
think ſeriouſly before you talk and write of 4 . 
the doctrine of Jeſus. For while you con- 
tinue to be governed by prejudice and | 


malice, T am ſure, it is not your heart, 


which - approves and experiences the he - 
yenly precepts of that divine maſter, but 
only your lips that fay: Lord! Lord! _ 
and I wiſh you, inſtead of your nonſenſical 
declamation or ſpeculative chriſtianity, to _ 
ſhew more of the exertions or. its Practical 
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